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To our patients and friends:

It is with great pride that we welcome you to the 
newly expanded Laird Center for Medical Research. 
This new space houses clinicians, scientists and 
staff members of Marshfield Clinic’s Division of 
Laboratory Medicine, Research Foundation and 
Education Foundation. Research, education and 
clinical work done here will advance medical care 
and improve public health for generations to come. 

Our objective with this expansion was to create 
a physical environment to make it easier for our 
researchers and our clinical laboratory staff to 
collaborate. In this facility, researchers and clinicians 
are under one roof, which creates a forum to share 
knowledge, pose questions and gather data - all 
with the goal of bringing research discoveries 
face-to-face with medical problems. Careful 
consideration was given to the location within the 
facility of research departments, laboratories and 
translational research. Common resources can be 
shared, thereby creating efficiencies throughout 
the Laird Center’s operations. This will complement 
our efforts to work together to cultivate medical 
advances and further research efforts worldwide.

Our good friend and neighbor Mel Laird has long 
shared our vision to move research results more 
rapidly from the laboratory to patient care. For his 
leadership and support of the Marshfield Clinic’s 
research and education efforts, we offer our sincere 
gratitude. His countless contributions to improving 
health care here at home and around the world have 
truly touched the lives of many. 

At the conclusion of your tour, we invite you to 
visit the science and education displays located 
throughout the front lobby, adjacent hallway and 
lower levels. Each shares the story of the research, 
education and clinical work done at Marshfield Clinic.

I think you’ll agree that we have built a solid 
foundation of applying medical research to better 
provide health care for you and your family. Thank 
you for being a part of this celebration.

Sincerely,

Karl J. Ulrich, M.D., M.M.M.
President and CEO
Marshfield Clinic
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Melvin R. Laird

Melvin R. Laird, a statesman and native of 
Marshfield, Wisconsin, has dedicated a lifetime to 
the improvement of health care worldwide. He has 
also repeatedly affirmed his support of health care 
and medical research at Marshfield Clinic.

Our nation knows Laird best as a United States 
Congressman from Wisconsin from 1952-69 and 
as the U.S. Secretary of Defense from 1969-73. In 
Marshfield and central Wisconsin, we know him even 
better as a neighbor and a friend. He grew up and 
went through public school only a few blocks from 
the original Marshfield Clinic.

Laird served his country well as Counsellor to 
the President for Domestic Affairs and as a 
State Senator. While in Congress, he was ranking 
Republican member of the Appropriations 
Committee on Health, Education and Welfare. He 
and his Democratic colleague John Fogarty of 
Rhode Island championed medical research and 
education and provided leadership as three-time 
national delegates to the World Health Organization 
Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland.

Marshfield Clinic honored Mel Laird in 1997, when 
a facility devoted to research and education was 
dedicated in his name. We continue to honor the 
legacy of this great American with the expansion of 
the Laird Center for Medical Research.
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WELCOME TO ThE LaiRd CEnTER 
fOR MEdiCaL REsEaRCh

During today’s tour, you will have the opportunity 
to visit clinical testing and research areas that are 
seldom open to the public. 

Please follow the tour route floor graphics.  
The tour will take visitors throughout the facility and, 
in some instances, into operating laboratories. For 
the safety of all visitors, it is important we maintain 
health care precautions and protect the quality of 
the testing performed at the facility. We ask that you 
do not enter areas that are closed or hallways that 
are roped off from access.

Elevator capacity is limited. The flow of visitors 
during the tour may be slowed because of the 
volume of elevator use. If you are able, please use the 
stairway adjacent to each elevator on the tour route. 

Please watch for sadiE. SADIE is a robot and an 
important staff member providing transport services 
from one laboratory to the next within the facility. 
You may come upon SADIE during your tour as she 
makes the rounds on Level 3 and Level 4 and uses 
the elevator. If you encounter SADIE, we ask that you 
please stand clear and let her pass. 

Your tour will begin on Level 2 continue to Level 4 
then Level 3, and will conclude at the Erdman Lobby 
on Level 2.
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Proceed to Level 4
via elevator or stairs

Start

Laird Collection & 
Medical Library Archive

Interactive Clinical 
Design Institute
 

Biomedical Informatics 
Research Center (BIRC)

TOUR sTaRT

1 –  Biomedical informatics  
Research Center (BiRC)

Information technology is key to transforming health 
care during the 21st century. 

Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation founded the 
Biomedical Informatics Research Center, or BIRC, in 
2005. Its mission is to accelerate improvements in 
human health and well-being through informatics 
research while providing integrated tools, services and 
reliable management of information assets in support 
of the mission of Marshfield Clinic. BIRC collaborates 
with other research centers and Information Systems 
to advance scientific discoveries and develop new 
visualization, analytics and workflow technologies. 

As you enter the BIRC area you will see the 
Research Data Center, the office-based research 
area occupied by scientists and programming staff; 
the Applied Informatics Lab, where interactive 
devices are developed and tested; and the 
Interactive Clinical Design Institute.

2 – interactive Clinical design institute* 
The Interactive Clinical Design Institute and 
Interaction Lab are housed within BIRC. 

Computer technology is an essential part of the 
health care process. Therefore, it is important to 
understand the way that patients and health care 
professionals interact with computers. Within 
the Interaction Lab, researchers observe, record 
and analyze people interacting with health care 
computer hardware, software and Internet resources. 
Information learned from these studies guides the 
design of new computer systems to make them faster 
and easier to use, and to reduce medical errors.

*�Made�possible�through�a�generous�investment�from�
Security�Health�Plan.

3 –  Laird Collection &  
Medical Library archive 

Documentation for many of the Laird photographs 
and artifacts displayed around the Laird Center 
for Medical Research is archived at this location. 
Much like a museum or art gallery, staff and facility 
resources are dedicated to the maintenance 
and preservation of this important collection. 
Archive contents include documents, artifacts and 
photographs of Marshfield Clinic’s organizational 
history. Original Marshfield Clinic Articles of 
Organization and original hand-written meeting 
minutes are displayed here.

PROCEEd TO LEvEL 4 via ELEvaTOR OR sTaiRs

Level 2 
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Proceed to Level 3
via elevators or stairs

4 – Connecting Researchers and Clinicians
Translational research focuses on reducing the 
amount of time to transform medical discoveries into 
practical applications, such as diagnostic tools or 
novel therapies. This decreases the time it takes to 
move new research findings from “bench to bedside.” 
Collaboration between research scientists and 
clinicians helps fuel this process. 
 
Clinical diagnostic testing facilities, research facilities 
and shared facilities comprise Level 4 of the new space 
within the Laird Center for Medical Research. In fields 
such as emerging infectious diseases and genomic 
medicine, clinicians and scientists are increasingly 
working on similar problems in collaboration and 
at times simultaneously. An important example is 
the discovery at Marshfield Clinic of the presence 
of monkeypox virus for the first time in the Western 
Hemisphere. Intense collaboration among physicians 
treating infected patients, veterinarians examining the 
suspected source, scientists working to identify the 
cause, and rapid notification and cooperation of state 
and federal public health officials helped to avert what 
could have been a serious public health threat.
 

Along this corridor, research facilities are located on the 
left side and laboratory medicine facilities are on the 
right side. In addition, Research Foundation and Division 
of Laboratory Medicine staffs work side-by-side in 
specific laboratories specializing in medically important 
genetic markers and in pathogens that are unknown or 
have been determined to be especially virulent.

Introducing SADIE
SADIE is a robot that assists researchers and clinicians 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Her name stands 
for Specimens and Aliquots Delivered Internally 
Everyday. SADIE travels her transport route between 
departments by reading a fluorescent strip built into 
the linoleum flooring of the Laird Center.

If you look carefully along the corridor floor and the 
lighting is just right, you can see SADIE’s track.
  

Level 4 
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Proceed to Level 3
via elevators or stairs

5 – infectious disease Lab
Worldwide, new infectious diseases and old diseases 
with increased strength and drug resistance emerge 
each year, threatening public health. These diseases are 
known as emerging infectious diseases (EIDs). Some 
EIDs are transmitted in nature from animals to humans. 
In this laboratory, researchers apply cutting-edge 
technology to recognize and characterize new causes 
of disease of both human and veterinary importance. 
 

6 – Molecular diagnostics Lab
This laboratory has broad responsibilities for clinical 
and research testing of DNA and RNA. 

The clinical testing includes disorders such as cystic 
fibrosis, tumors such as lymphomas, and infectious 
agents including hepatitis, whooping cough, Lyme 
disease and sexually transmitted diseases. The lab 
works closely with public health authorities during 
disease outbreaks. Development and validation 
of new clinical tests are performed here. Clinical 
research studies of hepatitis C virus are being 
conducted in collaboration with University of 
Wisconsin-Madison scientists. 

7 – Center for human Genetics
Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation (MCRF) has a 
history of important discoveries in human genetics. 
The Center for Human Genetics continues that 
legacy through pioneering work in the new field of 
personalized health care. The Personalized Medicine 
Research Project, begun in 2002 with state and federal 
support, is the largest population-based genetic 
research project in the United States. 

Specific studies currently under way at MCRF in 
genomics and medical genetics include projects 
to identify genes associated with eye diseases, 
neurological diseases, musculoskeletal diseases, 
cardiovascular diseases and cancer. Other studies are 
examining treatment response to medications based 
on a person’s individual genetic makeup. Marshfield 
Clinic closely collaborates in this field with the 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public 
Health, the Medical College of Wisconsin and the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, along with other 
universities and academic medical centers.
 

8 –  division of Laboratory Medicine 
Education Programs

Marshfield Clinic’s Division of Laboratory Medicine 
offers academic training in seven programs. The 
diversity of the testing performed and the expertise of 
laboratory staff allow for practical training of college 
and university students. Students may complete 
their education in diploma, associate, bachelor’s 
and master’s level programs. The histotechnician, 
cytotechnology and clinical laboratory science/medical 
technology programs are independently accredited. 
The laboratory is also affiliated with accredited 
universities and colleges and provides practical training 
for professions such as phlebotomy technician, clinical 
laboratory technician, pathology assistant and clinical 
microbiologist.

9 – anatomic Pathology
This area of Laboratory Medicine consists of different 
services focused on the study of tissue.

Cytopathology is the study and diagnosis of diseases 
on a cellular level. Most commonly known for the 
interpretation of the Pap smear, (a routine test used in 
the detection of cervical cancer), the laboratory also 
evaluates cell samples from other body sites for the 
detection of cancer. 

Microbiology is concerned with microscopic or smaller 
organisms. This lab has generated extensive interest for 
its work in identifying antibiotic-resistant staph strains.

histology encompasses the processing of tissues for 
the presence of cancer and other tumors in all types 
of tissues including the ovaries, breast and colon; and 
for other problems such as kidney disease, muscle 
degeneration, and digestive tract maladies such as 
Crohn’s disease. 

surgical Pathology examines the gross and 
microscopic details of all tissue biopsies to diagnose 
tumor or disease process. 

Electron Microscopy allows for the evaluation of tissue 
at the sub-cellular level, by using an electron beam. 
This method allows for diagnosis of medical disease 
and diagnosis of tumors.

10 – Campus view
Looking to the south, most of the medical campus  
is visible. 

PROCEEd TO LEvEL 3 via ELEvaTORs OR sTaiRs
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11 – Clinical Laboratory
A 24-hour, seven-day-a-week operation, Clinical 
Laboratory staff provides expert support for 
patients needing routine care or facing a life-
threatening emergency. The Clinical Laboratory 
employs more than 350 people in Marshfield and 
produces approximately 14 million test results 
per year for the Clinic and for other clinics and 
hospitals throughout Wisconsin. 

Level 3 

As part of the Clinical Laboratory in the Laird Center 
for Medical Research expansion, two automation lines 
run approximately 75 percent of the tests that come 
into the laboratory – without human interaction. 

PROCEEd TO LEvEL 2 - ERdMan LOBBy via 
ELEvaTORs OR sTaiRs
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TOUR COnCLUsiOn
 

Today’s tour ends in the Erdman Lobby at 
the Laird Legacy Display. 

Erdman Lobby
The new lobby just outside the Robert F. Froehlke 
Conference Center has been named by the children 
of famed architect and builder Marshall Erdman, 
along with Marshall Erdman and Associates of 
Madison, Wisconsin. The lobby will serve as a 
gathering space for Marshfield Clinic programs, 
receptions and dinners.

Laird Legacy display
Names of all contributors to the expansion of the 
Laird Center for Medical Research appear on the 
display located just inside the Erdman Lobby. The 
center panels feature tributes to Melvin R. Laird 
by noted state and national leaders. Contributors’ 
names are printed on glass panels featuring the 
four seasons of life in central Wisconsin. Panels 

on each end of the display recognize donors who 
have contributed at least $50,000 or more to the 
project, and feature personal statements from 
these donors on what motivated them to pledge 
their support with a major gift. To date, more 
than 900 contributors have given to the current 
campaign. Contributions continue to be accepted 
for this project and are always appreciated for 
medical research, education and patient services. 

This building would not have been possible 
without grants from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services and the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to support 
construction costs associated with the research and 
translational research portions of the building and 
the purchase of scientific equipment. 

Please visit the science and education showcase 
displays and enjoy the refreshments available in the 
Erdman Lobby.
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also within the Laird Center  
for Medical Research:

Epidemiology Research Center
Marshfield Clinic’s Epidemiology Research Center 
focuses on applied research questions that make 
a difference in the lives of people. The answers to 
these questions can influence recommendations or 
public health policies to improve health in Wisconsin 
and the nation. Influenza vaccine effectiveness, 
vaccine safety, cancer surveillance and obesity 
prevention are all examples of current epidemiology 
research at Marshfield Clinic. 

national farm Medicine Center (nfMC)
Established in 1981 in response to health problems 
seen in farm patients coming to Marshfield 
Clinic, the NFMC has focused on evolving issues 
in agricultural health and safety encompassing 
behavioral, laboratory and clinical research. Its 
laboratories focus on infectious disease, antibiotic 
resistance of pathogens in livestock and humans, 
transmission of pathogens via groundwater, and 
understanding the factors that alter the virulence 
level of certain pathogens. 

Since 1997, the NFMC’s National Children’s Center 
has been one of eight Centers for Agricultural 
Disease and Injury Research, Education and 
Prevention funded by the National Institute of 
Occupational Health and Safety. It strives to 
enhance the health and safety of all children 
exposed to hazards associated with agricultural 
work and rural environments. Staff members 
have led national efforts to develop and promote 
guidelines for children’s participation in agricultural 
work and public awareness campaigns to protect 
youth from fatal injuries associated with tractors. 
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Robert f. froehlke Conference Center
A 125-seat lecture hall equipped with the latest 
multimedia technology, the conference center is 
host to a range of education, training and forum 
events for Marshfield Clinic providers and staff, area 
health care providers and partners, and for medical 
education conferences that bring in speakers from 
around the nation and the world.

George E. Magnin Medical Library
Marshfield Clinic’s medical library supports 
excellence in patient care, education and research 
by providing current, accurate information services 
to all employees, students and staff of the medical 
complex. Named for Marshfield Clinic emeritus 
physician George E. Magnin, M.D., the library is 
a tribute to Dr. Magnin, who was instrumental in 
expanding the Clinic’s medical education programs. 
The medical library is open to the public 8 a.m. to  
5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Melvin R. Laird’s Office and  
Conference Room
Housed within the George E. Magnin Medical Library 
is a replica of Mel Laird’s Reader’s Digest office 
and conference room. Memorabilia donated by Mel 
Laird from his years in the Wisconsin State Senate 
and U.S. Congress and as Secretary of Defense are 
displayed in this area.
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